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by Valerie Monroe and photos by Catherine Iwaki 

I had purchased a weekend pass for the Ex-
po, but thought I might use it on only one of 
the days. Not knowing what to expect, I 
checked in a little after 10 and was immedi-
ately engulfed in a swirl of excited Bonsai 
fans. Walking forward, I spied Mike Tracy, who 
had come early to get one of the rare day 
passes. We found ourselves looking at a huge, 
beautifully manicured, hemlock. He had al-
ready been browsing through the exhibit, but 
graciously started again at the beginning with 
me.  

These bonsai were some of the most beauti-
fully styled trees I’ve ever seen. Literally every 
display had something to offer. I felt exactly 
the same as I had on my first trip to Japan in 
1989 for the World Bonsai Convention. The 
sense of awe was overwhelming at seeing these majestic trees.  

After making our way through the 
exhibit, I browsed the vendor ar-
ea with George Shoptaw. Ven-
dors from around the country 
were there; many new faces for 
me - especially from the Portland 
area. The sale items on display 
were of very good quality, and of 
course I succumbed to purchas-
ing some beautiful bonsai pots.  

When I got home that day, Steve 
couldn’t believe I was really going 
back on Sunday for more. I was 
so happy I had purchased that 
weekend pass - I really needed 

more time to go and study the trees some more. I happened to meet up with 
Joshua Diaz  and we did my favorite 
thing to do at a good show - talk 
about every detail of what you like, 
and what you would change, if it was 
your tree to style. Thanks for the great 
day Joshua, I’ll walk around with you 
anytime.  
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 December 2022 

Events Notice 

BABA Show—Jan 14, 2023, 4:00 PM 

– Jan 15, 2023, 4:00 PM 

Lake Merritt, 666 Bellevue, Lake 

Merritt, Oakland, CA, Saturday, 

January 14th (open 4pm-9pm) 

Special Presentation Saturday at 

6:30pm with: Daisaku Nomoto 

(Japan) and Jonas Dupuich (USA) 

Light snack & beverages Sunday, 

January 15th 11 am - 4pm Free 

admission to 40+ high quality Bon-

sai for your viewing pleasure!  

Sergio Cuan - Golden Zoom Series 

for Members of GSBF Clubs Only! 

Jan 23, 2023, 6:30 PM PST, GSBF 

Clubs will get the Zoom link to 

share with their membership for an 

evening with Sergio Cuan  

 

18th Biennial Shohin Seminar, Feb 

03, 2023, 10:00 AM – Feb 05, 2023, 

12:00 PM, Santa Nella, 13070 CA-

33, Santa Nella, CA 95322, USA, The 

Shohin Seminar is a popular event! 

You may register and submit your 

workshop requests now but getting 

in relies on lottery system. To pre-

register visit https://

www.calshohin.org/  
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President’s Message 
By Steve Iwaki 

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

What a year. We returned to regular in-person 

meetings, had our annual show in June and orga-

nized various outside activities.  

 

As you know, for this to take place, there are some very special people 

involved and most always behind the scenes.  

 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge our officers: 

 

Jeremy Foster(Vice President)- 2022 show chair person 

Randi Keppeler- Club Treasurer  

Mike Rosenthal (Recording Secretary)  

Jerry Carpenter (Corresponding Secretary) Snippet creator, webmaster 

and social media director 

 

In addition to these contributors, additional board of directors include: 

Val Monroe and Gordon Deeg– 1st Tuesday workshop instructors 

 

Caroline Koss (Snippet editor) 

Mike Tracy 

Klaus Diederich 

Bill McDonald 

Kevin Corrigan (past president) 

Thank you all for your contributions! 

 

 

.  

 

2023 Calendar 

December 2022– No Meeting 

January 4, 2023—Planning Meeting  

January 25, 2023– Repotting Demon-

stration with Gordon Deeg—New 

Year’s Toast & celebration 

Feb Meeting MOVED to March 1 

Feb 25—Gordon’s Repotting Party 

Mar 1. 2023—Guest, Tom Vuong  

Mar—Regular Meeting—TBA 

April—TBA 

May—TBA 

June 3 -4, 2023 Show with David 

DeGroot as guest. 

July—TBA 

Aug—TBA 

Sept—TBA 

Oct— Guest, Jennifer Price  

Nov—TBA 

Dec—TBA 

 

As the calendar firms up, date 

changes may occur.  Please check 

accordingly. 

Editors Special Note: 

Consider sharing your projects 

with the club by submitting some 

photos and captions for the Snip-

pet.  Please send your entries to 

jcsf1090@comcast.net 

 

Refreshment Rotation  
January 25, 2023 

Mike Rosenthal 

Mike Mello 

February 22, 2023 

Linda Kuhli 

Valerie Monroe 
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Sei Boku Bonsai Kai 

President: 

Steve Iwaki 

Vice President: 

Jeremy Foster  

Treasurer: 

Randi Keppeler 

calshohin@yahoo.com  

Recording Secretary: 

Mike Rosenthal  

Corresponding Secretary:  

Jerry Carpenter 

Newsletter Editorial Team: 
Jerry Carpenter, 

jcsf1090@comcast.net 

Caroline Koss,  

caroline@gregkoss.com  

Board of Directors: 

 

Mike Tracy 

Klaus Diederich  

Caroline Koss 

Bree Tiura 

Kevin Corrigan  

Mike Rosenthal  

Bill McDonald  

Past President, Valerie Monroe 

 

 

Consultant: Gordon Deeg 

Adviser: Gordon 

Deeg 

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.  
Proud member of  
Golden State  
Bonsai Federation  

November Meeting Recap 

By Steve Iwaki 

 

Michael Roberts informative presentation was well received and included a 

PowerPoint presentation explaining his development of highly ramified decidu-

ous and broadleaf ever-

greens.  

 

It was followed by a live 

demonstration showing his 

way of planting a field grown 

Trident maple into a wooden 

box for maximum growth and 

development. 

 

He even demonstrated a 

thread graft procedure on a 

part of the trunk that needed 

a branch. 

 

The tree was raffled off and 

won by Roy Murakami. 
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November Meeting Recap—cont 

Thread-graft demonstration 

And the raffle winner is: ROY! 

 

 

 

 

 

New member:  

Susan Schectman  

 

Welcome New Member 
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Pacific Expo—cont 
I had taken some photos to remember certain trees, so when I got home I showed them to Steve; you know it 

was a successful show when the feedback 
changes from ‘you’re going for a second 
day? How boring!’ to ‘Wow! How big is this 
tree? You’d better get me a ticket for next 
time; I want to see this!’  

And then, always fun catching up with mem-
bers of the Bonsai community, many of whom I 
haven’t seen in years. Our club Sei Boku was 
well represented at the show. If you hap-
pened to be one was not able to attend, con-
sider getting yourself a ticket for next time.  

Congratulations and thank you to Jonas and 
Eric for putting on such a beautiful show. This 
was a not to be missed event where every 
detail was planned out and perfectly execut-
ed by Jonas, Eric, and their host of volunteers. 

Captions for the Pacific Expo 

1. Ponderosa Pine by Randy Knight. This massive tree won the award for Best of 

Show. The choice of container and stand really emphasizes the huge, rugged, 

nature of this tree. Would you keep or remove the lowest branch on the right?  

2. Winter Hazel by Andrew Robson. This tree won Best Deciduous Tree. Another 

massive tree, the arrangement of multiple trunks and layers of branches is beau-

tifully organized. Would you keep or change the pot to a different color?  

3. The Artistic Display at the center of the Shipyard by Eric Schrader. The main  

Continued page 6 
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Contact Us 

Send us an email or visit 

our website for more in-

formation.  

Sei Boku Bonsai 

Kai Inc. 

Visit us on the web at 

http://seibokubonsai.org/ 

Club Meetings 

Our club meetings are currently being held face-to-face.  The meeting is 

scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month, except for Decem-

ber.  The meeting starts at 7:00 pm and ends before 10:00 pm.   

When we can meet in person our location is at the San Mateo Garden 

Center is at 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA right off the Alameda de las 

Pulgas near Hillsdale Mall. 

In-person workshops have resumed their first Tuesday of the month time slot 

at the Garden Center. 

The next  outdoor Sunday workshop will be announced soon, 11-3:00 at the Gar-

den Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc. 

 

Special Events     Pacific Expo Captions-cont  
Shimpaku Juniper was the ‘teaser tree’ for the Expo in it’s advertising for this past year. Eric creat-

ed a dream-like arrangement of origami Bonsai bird ‘ideas’ flying up and taking wing from John 

Naka’s Bonsai book. Super exciting and creative!  

4. Snow Cypress group. It was inspiring to hear how the group evolved over the years with health 

challenges, and new additions. The group has such a beautifully detailed quality to each foli-

age pad and each tree. It really promotes a calming still effect.  

5. Lodgepole Pine by Michael Hagedorn. One of my favorite displays in the show. You can fol-

low this tree on the Crataegus blog. I really admired the sculptural quality of the stand, which 

was custom made for the Expo show. I especially like how each segment of the stand was affer-

ent size and shape, which provided variety to the whole. The shadow cast onto the backdrop 

was also really fun to see.  

6. Shishigashira Japanese maple by Jeff Stern. This old maple was shown with the leaves on and 

there was some concern that the color would not be ready for the show. I attended the show 

for both days, and it was fun to watch the tree become more and more red. Would you show 

this tree with or without leaves?  

7. Robert Pressier’s Catlin Elm (California Bonsai Society): the arrangement and twigginess of the 

branches show a feeling of age as well as the silvery gray color of the bark. Would you keep the 

shape of the container? What about the color? 


