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Events Notice
October 8 & 9, 2022 Santa Nella, Califor-

August 28th at 7:00PM—8:30: (Garden Center) - Submitted by Barbara Phillips: Has it been a long time since you got to play with clay? Well, your
“drought” is over. August’s meeting will be a hands-on workshop devoted to
each person creating a Kurinuki pot, suitable for an accent plant. The word

nia GSBF Bonsai Rendezvous 2022: Annual GSBF event held at Hotel Mission
de Oro, 13070 S. Highway 33, Santa
Nella, CA 95322. Free and open to the
public. 30+ vendors from northern and
southern California as well as several out

means “dug out” in Japanese, as compared to a pinch pot, slab construction

of state vendors will be on hand both

or wheel thrown pot.

days. Admission is free, donations are
appreciated. Free demonstrations

The workshop will be led by Charlene Fischer and Barbara Phillips, members of

the Kusamura Bonsai Club. Charlene and Barbara never know exactly how
their creations will turn out; however, they are typically pleasantly surprised at
enjoy their unusual bonsai containers.

throughout the days. Bring-your-own
bonsai work area. Mel Ikeda and his
tomodachi group will demonstrate the
art of creating bonsai amongst friends.
Silent auctions of bonsai trees and related material will be held both days. Consignment silent auction sells opportuni-

The pots you make will be taken by your presenters to a kiln and fired twice, to

ties are available.

be returned to you later in the fall.

October 15 & 16, 2022 Sacramento,
California- The Capital City Bonsai Asso-

All materials will be provided. The evening will conclude with an exciting video
of a wood kiln in action, and a process called Raku. All you have to bring are
your hands and a desire to see what the inner artist in you can bring forth.

ciation Show will be held at The Shepard
Garden and Arts Center (in McKinley
Park), 3330 McKinley Blvd. Sacramento,
CA 95816. Show hours are 10 am - 4 pm
both days. The show is a benefit to raise

funds for the Bonsai Garden at Lake
Merritt and will feature trees from: American Bonsai Association, Sacramento •

Refreshment Rotation to Start Again
From Cath Tierney, for the SBBK Board

Bonsai Sekiyu Kai • Sacramento Bonsai
Club • Satsuki Aikokai Association
The sale will include established and

Now that our in-person meetings have restarted, it is time to get back to our
pre-Covid refreshment rotation. We do look forward to our snacks. The Policy
and Guidelines below essentially are the same as we have had over the previ-

starter bonsai, pots, tools etc. Admission
is free. Contact Paul Holtzen for more
information at
pbholtzen@sbcglobal.net.

ous years. The “Rotation plan” is the same as in the past, but the “What to do”
and “What the club will provide” have some new details you will want to know.
The next four months of meetings are assigned below:

In This Issue

August 24, 2022:

* July Meeting Recap
* Special Events
* President’s Message
* Refreshments (Repeat)

Bill McDonald, Kit & Margaret Sakamoto

September 28, 2022:

SBBK Board

(Green Elephant sale)

October 27, 2022: Ines Malardino, Roy Murakami
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President’s Message

2022 Calendar
August- Bonsai pottery- Charlene
Fischer & Barbara Phillips

By Steve Iwaki

September- Green Elephant Sale
October– Focus Species Workshop

By the time this newsletter comes out, I’ll be in

November– TBD

Southern California participating in the Nisei Week

December– No Meeting

Japanese Festival’s bonsai show.
The bonsai show was renamed a few years ago as
the John Naka Memorial Exposition. Originally, the bonsai club - Nampu
Kai hosted this yearly show at the JACCC (Japanese American Cultural &
Community Center) in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles during Nisei Week. Over
time, the original members passed on and the club membership waned.
My father, Ted Iwaki help start this club, along with John Naka in the 1960’s.
Originally, Nampu Kai was comprised mostly, if not all, by Japanese gardeners. It was a way to find peace and a sense of community within a
group of men that shared the effects of war and prejudice. My interest in
bonsai was born there, but more importantly, to participate is my way to
keep the tradition of my father’s legacy going. As of today, only two Nam-

As the calendar firms up, date

pu Kai members are still around.

changes may occur. Please check
accordingly.

Editors Special Note:
Consider sharing your projects
with the club by submitting some
photos and captions for the Snippet. Please send your entries to
jcsf1090@comcast.net
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Sei Boku Bonsai Kai

President’s Message—cont

President:
Steve Iwaki

Vice President:
Jeremy Foster

Treasurer:
Randi Keppeler
calshohin@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary:
Mike Rosenthal
Corresponding Secretary:
Jerry Carpenter
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Newsletter Editorial Team:
Jerry Carpenter,
jcsf1090@comcast.net
Caroline Koss,
caroline@gregkoss.com

Board of Directors:
Mike Tracy
Klaus Diederich
Caroline Koss
Bree Tiura
Kevin Corrigan
Mike Rosenthal
Bill McDonald
Past President, Valerie Monroe

While my dad was alive, I was
asked if I wanted to show any of his
trees that he passed down to me.
Since his death, I find the purpose is
to be able to share bonsai stories
past and present from those two
Nampu Kai members and learn
from other Southern California bonsai artists. I encourage you to be a
part of the larger bonsai community outside of the Bay Area. You may
learn a thing or two, as well make a
friend or two! For the November
meeting, I’ve asked Michael Roberts, one of these Southern California artists, to make a presentation
to our club. Details to follow later.

Today, bonsai captures
the interest of many people – from different nationalities to all ages. This
openness and acceptance were highly
encouraged by John
Naka, my dad and the
Nampu Kai members.
The John Naka Memorial
Exposition continues this
tradition and helps to
contribute to what bonsai is today.
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Photo captions:
Consultant: Gordon Deeg

Photo 1: Circa 1960’s – Members of Nampu Kai
Photo 2: 1967 - Ted Iwaki
Photo 3: Circa 1960’s
Photo 4: 1961 - Steve with his mom, Mary Iwaki
Photo 5: 2019 - (left-to-right) Original Nampu Kai members Frank Goya, Ted
Iwaki, Shig Miya
Photo 6: 2016 - Ted Iwaki with his bonsai, flanked by the Nisei Week Queen and
her Court

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.
Proud member of
Golden State
Adviser:
Gordon
Bonsai Federation
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July Meeting Recap
Our July meeting was led by Ryan Nichols. Ryan has been very informative with his presentations
on pests around the bay. Here are a few picture highlights. Photos by Randi Keppeler and Caroline
Koss.
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Focus Group Workshop Meeting
Meeting Date: October 26, 2022
The SBBK Board of Directors is planning a new event for our October club meeting. Interest has been
identified in offering a venue for members to bring in their own bonsai material where they will be
able to perform a variety of tasks including styling, wiring and cleaning with guidance by more experienced expert SBBK members. Groups will be created within our meeting space at the San
Mateo Garden Center using designated specie trees. Member interest will be specifically solicited in
late September with the option to identify which groups are desired. Expert member teachers will be
identified prior to the event so that members will know with whom they will be working.
At this point, we are planning to offer about 4 - 5 categories of trees to tentatively include:
Deciduous, junipers, redwoods, olives and oaks, shohin and azaleas
Members are strongly encouraged to join in what should be an interesting and educational experience by selecting 2 -3 groups in order of preference from which the individual groups will be organized with equal participation. Should new members not have suitable specimens, the Green Elephant sale at our September meeting should provide the opportunity to acquire useful material for
the October meeting. We can all benefit from this opportunity regardless of individual experience

and expertise, as we all learn from each other. Those not desiring direct participation with their own
trees are encouraged to still attend to observe and join in discussion and provide advice and suggestions.
Mike Rosenthal has been designated as the coordinator for this event and any questions or suggestions can be directly forwarded to him at mhr@stanford.edu or by his cell phone at 650-245-4763. He
will be preparing a communication that will be sent to all members to identify what tree group they
would prefer. It is hoped that with this new focus workshop format, members will begin to identify
those trees they would desire to work on.
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Special Events
November 12th & 13th, 2022 Oakland, CA
The Pacific Bonsai Expo is to be held November 12-13, 2022 in Oakland CA at the Bridge Yard. The Pacific Bonsai
Expo is a juried exhibition featuring 70 outstanding bonsai displays and a selection of the community's top vendors. The Jurors, Bjorn Bjorholm, Ryan Neil, and William N. Valavanis will select the trees. For more information go
to the homepage using the following link Pacific Bonsai Expo.

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.

Club Meetings
Our club meetings are currently being held face-to-face. The meeting is
scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month, except for December. The meeting starts at 7:00 pm and ends before 10:00 pm.

When we can meet in person our location is at the San Mateo Garden
Center is at 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA right off the Alameda de las
Pulgas near Hillsdale Mall.
In-person workshops have resumed their first Tuesday of the month time slot
at the Garden Center.
The next outdoor Sunday workshop will be Sept 11th, 11-3:00 at the Garden Center.
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Contact Us
Send us an email or visit
our website for more information.

Sei Boku Bonsai
Kai Inc.
Visit us on the web at
http://seibokubonsai.org/

