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Events Notice
June 8th 2022 Oakland, California

May 25th at 7:00PM—8:30: (Garden Center) - Pines and Azaleas - seasonal

East Bay Bonsai Society Annual Auction
The East Bay Bonsai Society will be hav-

care with Gordon Deeg and Valerie Monroe

ing an in-person bonsai auction on

Tonight, Gordon and Val will hold a mini refresher on some important work that

Ave., Lakeside Park Garden Center

you’ll be doing in the very near future; post bloom pruning on Satsuki azaleas,
and cutting the candles of black and red pines.

Wednesday, June 8th at 666 Bellevue
(Lake Merritt) in Oakland, California! The
auction will start at 7:30pm with a preview at 7:00pm. It will include established and starter bonsai trees, pots,

Also, this is our last in-person meeting before the June show. There will be a lot
of last minute info to cover tonight, including filling the empty spaces in the

staffing schedule. Thanks ahead of time for your time and effort in supporting
our annual exhibit!

tools, etc. Credit cards, checks, and
cash accepted. Free admission. Parking
available. Sales tax will be added to
purchases. Masks are required.
July 9, 2022 Oakland, California
Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt (BGLM):
BGLM will conduct a special one day
auction and sale of bonsai trees from

SPRING Bonsai Actions
It is kind of getting warmer, so here are some care items to remember:
1.

Check wire to ensure swelling branches don’t get damaged by wire dig-

ging in.

the personal collection donated by
Dennis and Joanne Makishima, on July
9, 2022, at the Lakeside Park Garden
Center, 666 Bellevue Ave., Lake Merritt,
Oakland, California. Preview of auction
will start at 11:00 a.m. and live auction
at 12:00 p.m. Sale follows immediately

after auction. This event is predicated
on the largest single donation ever

2.

Maples foliage is already hardening off. That means exterior leaf reduction
could be done and some are already defoliating their trees.

3.

Rotate trees so you get ample light to all sides. As sun exposer increases
some side will grow faster while shaded areas may just create long inter-

made to BGLM. Bonsai trees include
legacy pines, cedars, maples, and
more, dating back to the early 1950s
and 1960s. All proceeds go to support
the newly created Dennis and Joanne
Makishima BGLM curator fund.

nodes that will have to be removed later.
4.

If your pines are like mine, they are filled with candles. The budding on my
pines is insane this year. Do not mind the number. If you get a very aggres-

sive strong candle you can break in half but do not cut until sometime in
June. My Austrian Black pine is an exception. It is budding everywhere

In This Issue

and some extra strong growth; I will be bud thinning and reducing strong

* April Meeting Recap
* June Show Responsibilities
* Gearing up for the Pacific
Bonsai Expo
* Special Events

growth to balance the tree.
5.

Also, it is pest time. Keep an eye for all the common bugs and funguses.
Treatment may be necessary. I have put Bayer 3-1 Rose Care on everything since April.
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President’s Message
By Steve Iwaki

2022 Calendar
May- Azaleas and Pines—TBD
June–4 &5 SBBK Show
June—Bonsai Challenge- Gerry Fields

Sometimes you just need a little inspiration from

July– Pest Control with Ryan Nichols

other sources. Our third Southwest road trip took

July 9— Makishima auction - Oak-

place with our little “Ewok-about” camper van we

land

acquired late last year. After storing it with our
daughter and son-in-law in Las Cruces, New Mexico, we brought it back home and saw many sights along the way - from

the historic town of Santa Fe to the outdoor wonders of Natural Bridges,
Valley of the Gods, Canyonlands, Goblin Valley, Capitol Reef, Escalante,

August- Bonsai pottery- Charlene
Fischer & Barbara Phillips
September- Green Elephant Sale
October– TBD

November– TBD
December– No Meeting

Bryce Canyon, Great Basin, and then some. Talk about rock formations for
you Suiseki lovers! Every canyon formation was different and enlightening
to learn how they were formed. For you deadwood lovers, the Utah Junipers and Pinion Pines were amazing! I even picked up some alternatives
for accent plants, you may see with a tree or two at our show.
Speaking of our show, I was pleased to see and hear about the planning

As the calendar firms up, date

that has taken place. Having not had a show in two years, made us really

changes may occur. Please check

think and evaluate. To help us update our look and feel and come out of

accordingly.

our Covid-related daze, we’ll have new Happi coats and name badges.
Let’s all show our
bonsai community
spirit and make
this upcoming
show a success!

Editors Special Note:
Consider sharing your projects
with the club by submitting some
photos and captions for the Snippet. Please send your entries to
jcsf1090@comcast.net
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April Meeting Recap
By Caroline Koss
Some of the highlights of the April Show Tree
Prep meetings are captured below. Please
remember these as we prepare for our
June show.
Trunk
Remove moss – use water and a brush
(doesn’t have to be a toothbrush). Follow
up with vinegar, ideally applied with a brush
so it only goes where you want it to
go. (Don’t use too much vinegar or you can kill the tree.)
Remove the dirt from the trunk – the tree will look much better!
Deadwood
Remove the bark from deadwood
Remove bark to differentiate deadwood from lifeline
Wire
Keep it to a minimum, and keep it tidy
Foliage
Remove stray growth and downward growth
Don’t go too crazy right before a show
If you cut needles/leaves, do it the day before the show so that it doesn’t
turn brown
Soil
Lots of choices, but make it look tidy and natural. (eg, light colored top dressing looks better for a desert tree than a woodland tree.)
Use moss if you have it. If you don’t have enough, cover inner areas first before
outer areas.
One source of top dressing material: Cochran Landscape Materials on Greenville Ave in Livermore. http://www.cochranmaterials.com/index.htm

Consultant: Gordon Deeg

Pots
A few days before the show, rub pot with oil (olive oil, walnut oil, mineral oil,
etc.). Press hard enough to remove the grime but not the patina.
Ideally put felt pads under the pot to protect the stands. Cut the pads down so
that they don’t show when viewing the tree from the side.
Given our show is in June, it’s best not to try to repot right before the show. Ie, if
you haven’t repotted yet, don’t do it now.
Stands
Clean and oil them before the show.
One suggestion was Howard Restor-A-Finish
Dark Walnut oil. (It contains a small amount of
stain to make small scratches disappear.)

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.
Proud member of
Golden State
Adviser:
Gordon
Bonsai Federation
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SBBK Show—Member Responsibilities
Hello Sei Boku members, especially new members that have joined us since our last show. We
have less than a month before our big event and we need us all to come together to make our
annual show a success. We expect to see you all on Saturday and Sunday, June 4th & 5th, from
10 AM to 4 PM at the San Mateo Garden Center.
Here is information to new members and a reminder to veterans.
Each member is requested to do the following
•

Sign-up for a two hours of coverage both Saturday and Sunday for volunteer duties. These
duties include, staffing the welcome table; security; sales table; hospitality; raffle ticket sales.
Sign up sheets will be available at our next meeting on May 25th. If you are not able to attend our meeting please contact Jeremy Foster to be put on the list. Jeremy can be reached
via his email at coastaqua@yahoo.com

•

Bring two bonsai related raffle items to be raffled off on Saturday and Sunday valued at $25
or more. (Please no wine and only bonsai related items).

•

Help with set up. We desperately need people to come at 4:30 PM on Friday to set up tables,

backdrops, table cloths, and arrange trees. This is a big job! Pizza and drinks will be provided
by the Board at about 6 PM for those helping.
•

Help with take down the show. At 4 PM on Sunday, we need as many members as possible to
help put tables away. This is a big job and many hands are needed.

DIFFERENT THIS YEAR
•

We will not be having a pot luck . Because of Covid concerns the Board will be providing
sandwiches, drinks, etc., to members who are working. We will not be providing guests with
lunch as we have in the past. We are encouraging all to eat their lunch observing social distancing. Please do not invite guests to join us at lunch.

SALE ITEMS
•

As usual we will have the opportunity for members to sell bonsai items. The proceeds will be
split between the seller and SBBK at a 75%/25% split.

•

BE SURE TO HAVE BOTH YOUR SALES SHEET AND INDIVIDUAL TAGS COMPLETED BEFORE BRINGING YOUR ITEMS TO THE SHOW. Sales sheets and tags will be provided at our next meeting on
May 25th and on Friday evening during the evening set up. Bring your sales items with com-

pleted tags and sale sheet on Saturday or Sunday between 7:30 and 9:30 AM. To help
Friday’s set up go smoothly, please do not bring your sale items on Friday.

Continued next page
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SUNDAY DEMONSTRATION CLASS
We still have spots available for 4 to 5 members to bring a tree on Sunday to receive styling instructions from Jerry and Valerie. While any tree can be brought in for assistance, Jerry is well known for
his work with broadleaf evergreens, such as olives, oaks, etc.. Cost is $50. This will give the audience
a chance to see a variety of bonsai being styled.

BRINGING SHOW TREES
On Friday evening, please place your trees, accent plants, and stands outside on the tables in the
courtyard until set up is complete. The tree setup crew (Gordon, Val, Jerry, and JT) will coordinate
placement of trees.
Email Jeremy at coastaqua@yahoo.com with the common name of your tree(s) and how many
years each has been grown as a bonsai.
If you need a stand for your tree, contact Jeremy, Gordon, or a board member with the size of your
tree and its pot. Do not wait until setup if you need a stand.
Put your name on any trees, stands, and accent plants you bring to the exhibit.
Your Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Board thanks you and appreciates your help in making this one of our most
outstanding shows.
Below are some retrospective trees from our last show in 2019. Hope you enjoy.
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Special Bonsai Auction
July 9, 2022—Saturday 11 AM - 4 PM
located at the
Lakeside Park Garden Center

666 Bellevue Ave., Oakland, California
BGLM Volunteers and Community,
Mark your calendar for a special upcoming event guaranteed to be one of a kind.
The Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt (BGLM) will be conducting a special auction and sale on July 9, 2022, at the
Lakeside Park Garden Center, Lake Merritt in Oakland. Check out the informational flyer by clicking here:

Makishima Auction and Sale
Please spread the word. Additional information will be forthcoming.

George Haas
BGLM Marketing Manager
Email: gwhaas@comcast.net

Copyright (C) 2022 Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF). All rights reserved.
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Gearing up for the Pacific
Bonsai Expo
By Jonas Dupuich
It's been awhile since the last update about the Pacific Bonsai Expo, so I
thought I'd share some notes about where things stand.For those who
haven't heard about the event, the Pacific Bonsai Expo is a juried exhibit

that will feature outstanding bonsai from across the United States. The
event will be held this fall on November 12-13 at the Bridge Yard in
Oakland, California.

We're currently inviting anyone who is interested in exhibiting their trees at the Expo to submit photographs for consideration.
When the submission period closes on April 30th, the jurors, Bjorn Bjorholm, Ryan Neil, and William N. Valavanis, will determine
which submissions will be accepted for display. The deadline for submission is quickly approaching, so if you're thinking
about submitting, now's the time. We’ve made the process easy, and if you have any questions about what is required, feel

free to reach out to co-host Eric Schrader or me directly.

We’ve also received notes of interest from many vendors - far more than we have space for! We’re behind in reaching out
but are aiming to get in touch with more information when the submission period closes. If you expressed interest in vending
at the event, expect to hear back from us in May.

On that note, we’ve also heard from many of you who want to volunteer. For that, thank you! We’ll have more information
about volunteer opportunities as the date approaches, at which point we’ll let you know what you can do to help.

Juniper at the Bridge Yard
If you're interested in providing financial support for the event, it's not too late to sponsor a prize. Prize sponsorships are available for $500-$2000. General donations start at $10. If you have questions about how you can donate to the event, contact
Eric or me directly.

Finally, we’re looking for volunteers who can help with event coordination. If you have expertise in any of the following areas and are available for consultations or volunteering ahead of the event, let us know right away!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Volunteer coordinator (responsible for setting up a system to register and track volunteers)
Front desk (responsible for establishing a process for greeting guests)
Security (responsible for setting up a security program for the event)
Backdrop construction (responsible for designing and/or assembling backdrops at the event)
Photography (responsible for taking photos of the trees on display for a commemorative album)
Book design (responsible for book layout for the commemorative album)
Program/booklet design (layout and design for the event program)

SBBK SHOW ANNOUNCEMENT

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.

Club Meetings
Our club meetings are currently being held face-to-face. The meeting is
scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month, except for December. The meeting starts at 7:00 pm and ends before 10:00 pm.

When we can meet in person our location is at the San Mateo Garden
Center is at 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA right off the Alameda de las
Pulgas near Hillsdale Mall.
In-person workshops have resumed their first Tuesday of the month time slot
at the Garden Center.
The next outdoor Sunday workshop will be June 12th, 11-3:00 at the Garden Center.
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Contact Us
Send us an email or visit
our website for more information.

Sei Boku Bonsai
Kai Inc.
Visit us on the web at
http://seibokubonsai.org/

