
 

1 

The Snippet 

In This Issue 

* May Meeting Recap 

* June Show Retrospect 

* Special Events 

* July 9, Special Auction BGLM 

June 22nd at 7:00PM—8:30: (Garden Center) - SBBK Annual Bonsai Chal-

lenge by Gerry Fields 

Gerry will surprise us again this year with new material for the stye-off.  There will 

be three teams of stylists working on individual trees.  We are not inviting mem-

bers from other clubs to this event. 

There are no assignments for refreshments tables yet but If you want to bring 

something to share, we will have a table set up.   Demonstration trees will be 

raffled off after the meeting.  

We need assistance to set up the room and clean up. We are not assigning 

names yet but we may start soon. 

 June 2022 

Events Notice 

July 9, 2022 Oakland, California 

Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt (BGLM): 

BGLM will conduct a special one day 

auction and sale of bonsai trees from 

the personal collection donated by 

Dennis and Joanne Makishima, on July 

9, 2022, at the Lakeside Park Garden 

Center, 666 Bellevue Ave., Lake Merritt, 

Oakland, California. Preview of auction 

will start at 11:00 a.m. and live auction 

at 12:00 p.m. Sale follows immediately 

after auction. This event is predicated 

on the largest single donation ever 

made to BGLM. Bonsai trees include 

legacy pines, cedars, maples, and 

more, dating back to the early 1950s 

and 1960s. All proceeds go to support 

the newly created Dennis and Joanne 

Makishima BGLM curator fund.  

October 8 & 9, 2022 Santa Nella, Califor-

nia GSBF Bonsai Rendezvous 2022: An-

nual GSBF event held at Hotel Mission 

de Oro, 13070 S. Highway 33, Santa 

Nella, CA 95322. Free and open to the 

public. 30+ vendors from northern and 

southern California as well as several out 

of state vendors will be on hand both 

days. Admission is free, donations are 

appreciated. Free demonstrations 

throughout the days. Bring-your-own 

bonsai work area. Mel Ikeda and his 

tomodachi group will demonstrate the 

art of creating bonsai amongst friends. 

Silent auctions of bonsai trees and relat-

ed material will be held both days. Con-

signment silent auction sells opportuni-

ties are available.  
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President’s Message 
By Steve Iwaki 

Let’s all pat ourselves on the back for a great 

show! After a 2-year hiatus, we came back strong 

and without a glitch. I would have predicted that, 

as we all knew what to do, however this was VP 

Jeremy Foster’s first show as chairman. Thank you, 

Jeremy - you did a great job! 

At the risk of forgetting someone, I would also like to thank several group 

area coordinators. Bree Tiura and her team that greeted all attendees 

with a smile on their faces, warmth in their hearts. Caroline Koss and her 

team made sure we were all fed and hydrated, both for the set-up and 

during the show. Mike Mello and his team made sure our sales items were 

organized and accounted for. Kevin Corrigan organized the security team 

to monitor our trees and answer questions. Val Monroe and Jerry Carpen-

ter determining show tree placement and performing the demo/workshop 

on Sunday. Gordon Deeg, providing the sound system, being Dr. Bonsai 

and doing whatever is asked of him. Bill McDonald’s educational grafting 

display. “Raffle Master” dressed in his signature tie-dye, John Mekisich, for 

making our raffle the most entertaining of all the clubs, in my humble opin-

ion. Former Show Chair, Marsha Mekisich for picking up the pieces and 

gently letting us know if we overlooked something.  Lastly, Randi Kep-

peler  for making tree labels as well as assisting Mike with electronic sales 

and final loot count.  

Behind-the-scenes, thanks goes to Mike Rosenthal, who was advising us on 

the current Covid protocols, organizing the Happi coat/badge list and 

making Costco runs. Catherine Iwaki, club graphic designer and my wife, 

for designing our show postcards, name badges (as well as creating them) 

and Happi coat print coordination and distribution. 

Finally, thank you to ALL the volunteers in the club that assisted, making 

the show a success! 

Trees looked good, attendance was good, and in our new Happi coats, 

we looked good! We even picked up 10 new members, included in that 

count, a family of 5. 

Even to the end, I remember standing there at the end of take down with 

a beer in hand and noticed even though we were all tired, we all still had 

smiles on our faces. It made me think, that’s the reason why we have this 

very special Bonsai community. 

 

.  

 

2022 Calendar 

 

June—Bonsai Challenge- Gerry Fields 

July– Pest Control with Ryan Nichols 

July 9— Makishima auction  - Oak-

land 

August- Bonsai pottery- Charlene 

Fischer & Barbara Phillips  

September- Green Elephant Sale  

October– TBD 

November– TBD 

December– No Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

As the calendar firms up, date 

changes may occur.  Please check 

accordingly. 

 

Editors Special Note: 

Consider sharing your projects 

with the club by submitting some 

photos and captions for the Snip-

pet.  Please send your entries to 

jcsf1090@comcast.net 
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Sei Boku Bonsai Kai 

President: 

Steve Iwaki 

Vice President: 

Jeremy Foster  

Treasurer: 

Randi Keppeler 

rkahikikep@sbcglobal.net 

Recording Secretary: 

Mike Rosenthal  

Corresponding Secretary:  

Jerry Carpenter 

Newsletter Editorial Team: 
Jerry Carpenter, 

jcsf1090@comcast.net 

Caroline Koss,  

caroline@gregkoss.com  

Board of Directors: 

 

Mike Tracy 

Klaus Diederich  

Caroline Koss 

Bree Tiura 

Kevin Corrigan  

Mike Rosenthal  

Bill McDonald  

Past President, Valerie Monroe 

 

 

Consultant: Gordon Deeg 

Adviser: Gordon 

Deeg 

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.  
Proud member of  
Golden State  
Bonsai Federation  

Taking a Look at the Show 
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Sei Boku Bonsai Kai’s 37th Anniversary Bonsai Show  

Introducing a new color and new happi 

coats for this show. New lanyards and or 

name badges were also made available. 

Demonstrations on Saturday by Steve Iwaki 

Our raffle 

master voice 

provided by 

John Mekisch 

 

 

The show 

takes the ef-

forts of every-

one to setup, 

stage, tear 

down. It is a 

great deal of 

work shared 

amongst 

many in our 

club but it 

seems to be 

such orga-

nized chaos 

that all 

comes to-

gether in the 

end. 
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Thanks to Bill McDonald  for a grafting display. 

 

Formal tree shots were take of almost everything. 

They can be seen on our website and coming 

soon to Facebook page. 
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Special Bonsai Auction 

July 9, 2022—Saturday 11 AM - 4 PM 

located at the  

Lakeside Park Garden Center 

666 Bellevue Ave., Oakland, California 

BGLM Volunteers and Community, 

Mark your calendar for a special upcoming event guaranteed to be one of a kind. 

The Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt (BGLM) will be conducting a special auction and sale on July 9, 2022, at the 

Lakeside Park Garden Center, Lake Merritt in Oakland. Please spread the word.   

https://bonsailakemerritt.com/2022/04/special-bonsai-auction-july-9-2022/ 

George Haas 

BGLM Marketing Manager 

Email: gwhaas@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 Golden State Bonsai Federation (GSBF). All rights reserved. 
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Our meeting featured Val and Gordon working 

on seasonal topics of pine de-candling and 

Azalea  work. Val discussed the various candling 

patterns of different pines and when to cut and 

when not to cut. 

Some candles are very strong and pull considera-

ble energy up the tree. Some more refined trees 

may have much smaller candles. When to cut 

depends on the tree, how far open the candle is 

and how strong the candle is. Later candle cutting can result in smaller needles but cutting too late 

can result in the new buds not having sufficient time to develop. 

Gordon spoke of the importance of removing all the 

flowers on the Azaleas after show or full bloom. The re-

moval of the flowers saves energy for the tree’s develop-

ment. The blossom is completely removed, leaving no 

seed area behind. This also is an opportunity to cut back 

foliage on the 

tips to force 

back bud-

ding on the 

tree. 

 

 

Val attempts 

to explain all 

the reasons candling cutting times are dif-

ferent for various pines and “It Depends” 

was a great answer because you have to 

know the tree, the species, and where it is 

in its development. 

May Meeting Recap 
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Contact Us 

Send us an email or visit 

our website for more in-

formation.  

Sei Boku Bonsai 

Kai Inc. 

Visit us on the web at 

http://seibokubonsai.org/ 

Club Meetings 

Our club meetings are currently being held face-to-face.  The meeting is 

scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month, except for Decem-

ber.  The meeting starts at 7:00 pm and ends before 10:00 pm.   

When we can meet in person our location is at the San Mateo Garden 

Center is at 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA right off the Alameda de las 

Pulgas near Hillsdale Mall. 

In-person workshops have resumed their first Tuesday of the month time slot 

at the Garden Center. 

The next  outdoor Sunday workshop will be June 12th, 11-3:00 at the Garden 

Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc. 

 

Special Events 

October 15 & 16, 2022 Sacramento, California 

The Capital City Bonsai Association Show will be held at The Shepard Garden and Arts Center (in McKinley Park), 

3330 McKinley Blvd. Sacramento, CA 95816. Show hours are 10 am - 4 pm both days. The show is a benefit to 

raise funds for the Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt and will feature trees from: American Bonsai Association, Sacra-

mento • Bonsai Sekiyu Kai • Sacramento Bonsai Club • Satsuki Aikokai Association 

The sale will include established and starter bonsai, pots, tools etc. Admission is free. Contact Paul Holtzen for 

more information at pbholtzen@sbcglobal.net. 

November 12th & 13th, 2022 Oakland, CA 

The Pacific Bonsai Expo is to be held November 12-13, 2022 in Oakland CA at the Bridge Yard. The Pacific Bonsai 

Expo is a juried exhibition featuring 70 outstanding bonsai displays and a selection of the community's top ven-

dors. The Jurors, Bjorn Bjorholm, Ryan Neil, and William N. Valavanis will select the trees. For more information go 

to the homepage using the following link Pacific Bonsai Expo. 


