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Events Notice
February 23 at 7:00PM—8:30: Zoom Meeting—Pedro Morales
Pedro Morales was born in Chicago, Illinois. At
the age of 3 months, his parents, who were
native Puerto Ricans, decided to move back
and settled in Trujillo Alto. He comes from a
large family that loved plants and are dedicated to agriculture. His interest in the ornamental field started as a child. During his studies in computer programming at the University
of Puerto Rico, he began working part-time at
Jardin Selecto, a nursery that specializes in
tropical bonsai. He has since become a master in the tropical bonsai world.
Since 2007, as president of the Federacion
Bonsai de Puerto Rico, he has hosted many worldrenown bonsai conventions. Today his trees are
recognized as great masterpieces, entering international bonsai contests, and winning many
awards.

Coming all the way from Puerto Rico, Pedro
will style a pixie Bougainvillea at this month’s
Zoom meeting. Enjoy!

Repotting Party
On Saturday February 26th, join us
for the eagerly awaited repotting
party at Gordon Deeg’s garden.
We will meet at 196 Encinal in
Atherton, anytime after 10AM.
Gordon will provide plenty of
space to spread out, and tables to
work on.
You will need to bring your trees to
repot, containers, tools, soils, and
any other supplies you will need.
You can stock up on anything you
don’t have at the Mammoth fundraiser sale, Sunday February 20th,
at Lake Merritt.
The party will continue as long as
members want to work, so bring a
lunch and join in the fun.
The fourth Saturday Zoom Work-

2022 Membership Dues

shop and Chat will not take place,
but will instead be a live in person
repotting workshop at Gordon

Memberships for 2022 can be purchased now. Individual memberships are $45,

Deeg’s. See full article in this Snip-

family memberships are $55. If you have been a member for ten years and are

pet.

72 or older (72 and 10), an individual membership is $25, and a family is $35.
Although we are not currently meeting at the garden center, Sei Boku has still
been paying rent. We want to ensure if we can, that we will have a meeting
place when we can finally safely gather again. Your dues help with rental
costs, and outside speaker costs. Please consider renewing your membership
this year, and thank you.
Please make your check for membership out to SBBK, and mail it to our Treasurer, Randi Keppeler at 1041 Rosewood Ave, San Carlos CA 94070. If your bank is
a member of Zelle, you can send a payment from your bank to Bank of America email address seibokubonsaikai@yahoo.com
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President’s Message
By Steve Iwaki

2022 Calendar
February-Zoom Meeting with Pedro
Morales working on various
tropical species

Buds are pushing or will soon be on your decidu-

March– Jonas Dupuich

ous trees. The days are getting warmer, sun strong-

April- Show planning, tree and dis-

er and birds are chirping. Spring will be arriving

play prep

before you know it, as you all should be well into
repotting season.
As 2022 unfolds, there are a lot of bonsai activities on the horizon. The
Mammoth Fundraiser is coming up at Lake Merritt, Oakland. Saturday is
the auction and Sunday is the sale both by vendors and club members.
Everything you need for this artform, you will find there. If you would like to
volunteer, let me know asap. In addition to a great cause, you will be pro-

May- Azaleas and Pines—TBD
June- Bonsai Challenge- Gerry Fields
July– Pest Control with Ryan Nichols
August- Bonsai pottery- Charlene
Fischer & Barbara Phillips

September- Green Elephant Sale
October– TBD
November– TBD
December– No Meeting

vided lunch.
Gordon is hosting his repotting workshop on Saturday, 2/26. There will be
experienced members to help our newbies. It will be outside in his garden.
Details later in this edition.
On March 13th, there will be an outdoor workshop, at the Garden Center
(where we have our meetings). It’s open to the public, so bring your trees

As the calendar firms up, date
changes may occur. Please check
accordingly.

and tools to work on a tree. Details to follow.

Editors Special Note:

If you haven’t paid, club dues are due. All of our programs and activities

Consider sharing your projects

bring a cost to the club.

with the club by submitting some
photos and captions for the Snippet. Please send your entries to
jcsf1090@comcast.net

Quarterly Sunday Outdoor Workshops
By Jeremy Foster
Starting March 13th, Sei Boku Bonsai Kai will begin hosting outdoor workshops from 11:00 to 3:00 (weather permitting), these workshops will be held quarterly on the second Sunday of the month. Since we are San Mateo Garden Center Board Members, Bree Tiura and I have committed to staffing quarterly Sundays allowing the public to
enjoy the garden. We thought, hey, why not host outdoor bonsai workshops to not only enjoy the garden and
improve our trees, but to also promote Sei Boku Bonsai Kai, to the public. Selfishly though, we wanted to invite
some of our bonsai friends and enjoy the community of the club. We cannot guarantee one of our resident experts will be there (although it is entirely possible at times), don’t fret though, there will be folks there to bounce
ideas off of.

Provided will be tables and chairs, and hopefully nice weather. Additionally feel free to bring something to munch
on and your favorite beverage if you choose to do so, we’ll make a nice Sunday afternoon out of it. If you’re not
going to be working on trees, you can still stop by and say hi!
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ZOOM MEETING ON SHOHIN BONSAI
By Jane Lancaster

President:

Gordon Deeg was once again tapped to give us a Zoom presentation in the

Steve Iwaki

middle of winter. Fortunately, Gordon can be counted on to step up as evi-

Vice President:

denced by having been president of Sei Boku, California Shohin Society, and

Jeremy Foster

Bay Area Shohin Society; Chairman of the California Shohin Seminar; and Direc-

Treasurer:

like everyone to check out the BGLM website which has a catalog of trees

Randi Keppeler
rkahikikep@sbcglobal.net

coming up for auction at the Mammoth Fundraiser on February 19th.

Recording Secretary:
Mike Rosenthal

tor of the Bonsai Garden Lake Merritt among other volunteer duties. He would

Gordon was ably assisted by his wife, Kamrin MacKnight with Kathy Shaner
providing quiet commentary, and the two new pups providing comic relief.
There are basically three size categories for

Corresponding Secretary:

smaller bonsai: Mame are up to 4 inches in

Jerry Carpenter

height measured from soil surface to top.

Newsletter Editorial Team:

Shohin are up to 8 inches and Chuhin are up

Jerry Carpenter,
jcsf1090@comcast.net
Caroline Koss,
caroline@gregkoss.com

to 12 inches. In Japan a deciduous tree's
height is measured without the leaves. In
America at one time, Shohin trees could be up

Board of Directors:

to 10 inches, but this size doesn't have the look

Mike Tracy
Klaus Diederich
Caroline Koss
Bree Tiura
Kevin Corrigan
Mike Rosenthal
Bill McDonald
Past President, Valerie Monroe

fit. However, if it is a little tall, but still looks

appropriate to a box type stand; it just doesn't
good in a box stand, then it is OK. The larger
trees can be shown on their own display stands
next to a box stand. Generally box stands are
shown with one tree on the top of the stand (usually a Japanese Black Pine),
with a tree on each shelf.
Originally in America we used small pencil diameter seedlings for Shohin. Gordon had an example of a Shohin Olive that he had purchased in the 1990's.

The previous owner had last repotted it in
Consultant: Gordon Deeg

the 1960's. The small pot kept it from developing a larger trunk. Next he showed us a
Japanese Black Pine grown from seed in
1989 by new member Nancy Schramm with
seed she got from Kathy Shaner. This bunjin
shohin's long curvy trunk is the diameter of a
pencil since it has been kept in a small pot.
In Japan they prefer shohin with thick trunks
and full foliage.

Shohin bonsai can be quite pricey since
they are more difficult to grow and maintain. A "good" shohin has a short, thick trunk
with nice taper and movement, good even nebari all around the base of the
tree, and lots of branches close to the base of the tree. It can be difficult to
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.
Proud member of
Golden State
Adviser:
Gordon
Bonsai Federation
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find "good" shohin. They can be imported directly from Japan. Brussel's Bonsai
Nursery is in Olive Branch, Mississippi. Located just across the border from Memphis, Tennessee and can be pricey with trees from $250 on up. You can grow
your own, but for this you need horticultural knowledge, time and space.

ZOOM MEETING ON SHOHIN BONSAI—cont
Nurseries, club show sales, auctions, friends and plant sales are also potential sources. When shopping, keep
an open mind about trees. They may not be potted correctly or look too big. Gordon had an example of an
ivy that had been planted in a pot that was too deep.
Don't be in a rush to put your tree in a shohin sized pot.
You may want to leave your tree in a larger pot to get it to
mature, then work on getting it into a smaller pot.
Gordon had some more examples of what makes a shohin. His Japanese maple in a yellow crackle pot might be a

little tall, almost 12", and he doesn't think it fits in his 30" X
30" box stand. If he put it in the larger space within the
box stand, its flow is toward the outside of the stand -- a
no-no. His 8" shohin redwood is a good fit for the box
stand. The maple could accompany the trees in the box
stand on its own stand off to the side.
In multi-tree display stands every tree is different and every
pot is different. It's nice to have one tree showing color in
fruit, flowers or leaves. In these displays it is possible to have individual stands under each tree. This is how you
can adjust heights and positions of trees for a good look within the stand. Individual stands are not necessary
for every tree.
On a 6 to 7 foot display table, you would place your Shohin box stand with accompanying tree(s) on their own
stand(s) pointing toward the box stand. Complementary plants must be appropriately sized and placed on
slabs. A good display if you don't have many shohin, would be within a 4 foot display space, with two trees on
different height stands and a complementary plant. Always have directional trees placed correctly inward on
the display. Lynne O. asked if we could use a small scroll, and Gordon said, "Absolutely, yes." The scroll has to
be appropriately sized, of course. There are
many different types of shohin stands: fancy
moon stands and rectangular stands with any

number of multiple layers.
There are many good books and internet sites
out there. Try not to waste your time with bad
or outdated information. He recommends
Bjorn Bjornholm's YouTube site as one of the
good internet sites. Sometime in the future,
Gordon would like to have everyone bring in
their Shohin bonsai and practice placing them
on Shohin display stands.
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ZOOM MEETING ON SHOHIN BONSAI—cont

Special Events
Mammoth Fundraiser Event—Auction Feb 19, Sale Feb 20, 2022
April 9th & 10th, 2022 Sacramento, CA, American Bonsai Association, Sacramento: Annual Spring Show at the
Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd, Sacramento.

April 30th & May 1st, 2022 Palo Alto, CA, Kusamura Bonsai Club 62nd Annual Show: Annual Show at Addison
School, 650 Addison Street, Palo Alto.
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SBBK SHOW ANNOUNCEMENT

Sei Boku Bonsai Kai Inc.

Club Meetings
Our club meetings are currently being held
online. The meeting is scheduled for the 4th Wednesday of each month,
except for December. The meeting starts at 7:00 pm and ends before
10:00 pm.
When we can meet in person our location is at the San Mateo Garden
Center is at 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo, CA right off the Alameda de las
Pulgas near Hillsdale Mall.
The fourth Saturday Zoom Workshop and Chat will not take place in
February, but will instead be a live in person repotting workshop at Gordon
Deeg’s. See full article in this Snippet.
We are able to ask and give advice during this informal Saturday afternoon virtual workshop. Some people drop in for a few minutes, and some
stay for the full two hours – the choice is yours.
It’s a great opportunity to work on your trees and catch up with your Sei
Boku friends! The Zoom link static:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86992887655?
First Tuesday workshops will be considered for March 2022. More details coming
next month.
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Contact Us
Send us an email or visit
our website for more information.

Sei Boku Bonsai
Kai Inc.
Visit us on the web at
http://seibokubonsai.org/

